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“Building our community one child at a time”

The Downtowner

Newsletter of the Kiwanis Club of Allentown
August 14, 2006

______________________________________________________

Whew! The 89th Annual Convention of the Pennsylvania District Kiwanis International came to a close Sunday. As a member of the host committee planning the convention for the past two years I am pleased to report that it was an overwhelming success. Over 450 Pennsylvania Kiwanians and their guests attended the convention. 

The convention kicked off with a wonderful interclub meeting hosted by our club. 42 Kiwanians from around the region and state were in attendance, as well as other guests. Club President –Elect Bob Ashcraft and Pa. District Governor Mike Frailey greeted the audience. Fr. Knapp offered the invocation, and Bruce Reimer led us in a rousing rendition of “God Bless America”. We were treated to music over lunch, performed by the William Allen H.S. Chorale. Their Director, Pat Brady thanked our club for a grant of $2,500 that enabled them to tour and perform in Austria during the celebration of Mozart’s 250th anniversary.                        After lunch, Director Dan McKinney shared with us the development of the Lehigh Valley Miracle League. 

We had a good turnout at the interclub, with members Bob Ashcraft, Tom Harp, Frank Szabo, Bruce Reimer, Ed Baldridge, Bernie Durant, Jim Fronheiser, Don Knapp and last but certainly not least Jim Chambers in attendance. Stan Holmes of the Emmaus club escorted Jim to the meeting. He seemed to thoroughly enjoy the experience and was recognized by Bob Ashcraft as the Kiwanian with the most years of membership in the room. 

Thursday afternoon, the convention came alive as Kiwanians began to register. They were greeted by over 40 local Kiwanis members wearing volunteer shirts emblazed with the convention logo and theme, “Kiwanis- A Family in Harmony”.
The convention featured general interest and educational forums and workshops, great speakers and entertainment, tours of the National Canal Museum, Crayola factory and Blue Ridge Winery, a community service project that involved reading to local children, and the collection of over 600 books that will be distributed to local schools, and schools in Belize and St. Maarten. 

At the voting session Saturday morning, 273 delegates gathered to vote on two common resolutions, and election of the Governor and Governor-Elect for the 2006-2007 administrative year. Dick Kisslak of the Bellefonte club was elected Governor for next year, and Mary Edwards of was

selected as Governor-Elect. Kiwanis International Trustee Jorge Garcia of Columbia provided the Keynote Address.
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Convention Registration Table
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Just Born “Peepster” makes an appearance
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Canal Boat Tour
Throughout the convention several themes prevailed. One is that we need to have a PASSION for service and leadership to be effective Kiwanians. Another is that ONE person can make a difference in making Kiwanis a better organization, and in serving our communities. Together we can, and will make a difference!!

Upcoming Club Meetings:

August 17 – Tour of the Morning Call. Be there by 11:45 AM. Closest parking will likely be on the street, so bring some change!

September 7 – Speaker to be announced.
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31 – John McKeever

This is the first issue of “The Downtowner”. We plan to publish it bi-weekly with news, upcoming events, anniversaries, birthdays, and comments from your club leadership. Suggestions are appreciated, including the name of the newsletter!

Tom Harp, Editor

